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In this powerful book, Walter Brueggemann moves the discussion of Old Testament theology

beyond the dominant models of previous generations.Brueggemann focuses on the metaphor and

imagery of the courtroom trial in order to regard the theological substance of the Old Testament as a

series of claims asserted for Yahweh, the God of Israel. This provides a context that attends to

pluralism in every dimension of the interpretive process and suggests links to the plurality of voices

of our time.
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Any serious student of theology must not miss the excellency of this book. Brueggemann with his

two doctorate degrees is qualified and his writing experience of about 20 other books makes him the

man of the hour for Old Testament.He painstakingly starts with Luther and brings the movement of

theology up to present in numerous chapters. He is not afraid to address the issues most have in



weakness or inability not addressed. He starts to build upon the foundation that Yahweh is Yahweh

in relation and that Israel is the witness of Yahweh. Their witness is recorded in Old Testament

Scripture.Using verbs, adjectives and nouns we can start to see Yahweh in relation, action and his

character. He is not afraid to deal with testimony and countertestimony. Nor is he afraid to reveal

and deal with tensions between issues where most have avoided or compromised. Neither does he

soft stroke the Psalms of complaint in contrast to the high Psalms of faith and praise. Neither is he

soft when he mentions Israel's commitment to justice in "alternative to the deathly ideology of

technological, military consumerism".He beautifully reveals Yahweh's relation with Israel and with

the world. God's care for the world and the suffering of humanity. And revealing to all including

Christians that the "Law" is not the legalistic document portrayed by most as supposed in contrast to

"Grace". Israel with joy received Torah and it brought order to chaos.Although he touches on the

Holocaust a few times he never brings a conclusion into his book on the subject. He leaves you

wondering what he thinks and why he brought up the subject. I would like to have had his thoughts

and some insights from scripture. Just the mention of the Holocaust brings questions and a thirst for

more understanding.Your understanding of theology, Old Testament theology and of the intricate

God of the Bible will be profoundly expounded and expanded. A must and a delight!

Just what I needed, and at a great value!

This was a very helpful review of the way OT Theology has been done and debated since the

Reformation; followed by a solid study of the great themes of the OT from the writers lifetime work in

the field.

This book gives an excellent understanding of the First Testament. A must for anyone serious about

being able to read the Bible.

Now I have a much better understanding of the meaning of "Covenant"

A little difficult to read but good.

excellent

An excellent reference book.
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